
Designing	Stand-Out	Resumes	
Using	CARP	
Informa9on	drawn			
from	Robin	Williams’		

Non-Designers’	Design	Book		
2nd	&	3rd	Edi4on	



NDDB	Good	Basis	for	Design	in	Many	
Technical	Wri9ng	Classes	



•  Contrast	
	
•  Repe99on	
	
•  Alignment	
	
•  Proximity	

Williams’	Four	Basic	Principles	



Williams’	Four	 	Principles	

ontrast	
epe99on	
lignment	
roximity	



Proximity=Eye	Flow=Readability	
Ralph	Roster	Doister 																(717)	555-1212	

Mermaid	Tavern	
	
	
	
	
	

916	Broad	Street 	 	 	 				London,	NM	



Proximity=Eye	Flow=Readability	

		

Mermaid	Tavern	
Ralph	Roster	Doister	

	

	
916	Broad	Street	
	London,	NM	
(717)	555-1212	

	
	
	
	
	

	



Alignment=Professionalism	
Hard		ver9cal	edges	

		

Mermaid	Tavern	
Ralph	Roster	Doister	

	

	
916	Broad	Street	

	London,	NM	
(717)	555-1212	

	
	
	
	
	

	



Centering=safe	
	

Business	Plan	
for	

Red	Hen	Enterprises	

	
by	Shannon	Williams	

March	20,	2006	



Other	Alignments=Sophis9ca9on	
Business	Plan	
for	
Red	Hen	Enterprises	
	
	
	
	
by	Shannon	Williams	
March	20,	2006	



Use	One	Alignment	
	

•  Use	flush	leZ	
•  Use	flush	right	

•  Use	centered	



Align	both	horizontally	as	well	as	
ver9cally	



Align	both	horizontally	as	well	as	
ver9cally	



Avoid	Trapped	White	Space	

	Avoid	trapped	white	space	
	avoid	avoid	avoid	avoid		
	avoid	avoid	it	avoid	it	avoid	
	avoid	trapping	white	



Keep	Hard	Ver9cal	Edges	

Avoid	trapped	white	space	
	avoid	avoid	avoid	avoid		
	avoid	avoid	it	avoid	it	

avoid	
	avoid	trapping	white	



Repe99on=Unity	

		

Mermaid	Tavern	
Ralph	Roster	Doister	

	

	
916	Broad	Street	

	London,	NM	

(717)	555-1212	

	
	
	
	
	

	



Repe99on=professionalism	and	
authority	

•  To	create	a	consistent	business	iden9ty	
packet,	repeat	the	pa_ern	between	cover	
le_ers,	resumes,	even	business	cards	



Contrast=Visual	Interest	

	



Contrast	Versus	Conflict	

•  When	two	elements	are	sort	of		different,	they	
create	conflict	rather	than	contrast	

•  If	two	items	are	not	exactly	the	same,	

MAKE	THEM	VERY	DIFFERENT	



Before	applying	
Robin	Williams’	
design	principles	



AZer	applying	Robin	
Williams’	design	
principles	
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